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Fellow Rotarians, good afternoon.
Today is the 45th meeting of Takada Rotary this
year.
And today is also the first all-English Rotary
Meeting held in the history of Takada Rotary
Club. So I'm a bit nervous.
Rotarian Charlie is helping to make history for
Takada Rotary Club.
There is only one more month left in the Saito/
Makino Rotary year but I hope it will be a good
memory.
Now it is also the beginning of the rainy season.
For the last few years, we have had some very
unusual weather at this time of year.
Tornados, strong winds, sudden squalls and
other natural disasters.
I'm not sure what this season will hold, but I
hope for a nice, agreeable climate to continue for
just a bit longer.

Thank you very much.
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Mitsuo Ootani (May 26, Naoetsu RC, May 28th
Echigo Kasugayama RC Assistant Governor
Official Visit)
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Nobuo Ishida : Thanks to the support of

all Rotarians, we celebrated the 100 year
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anniversary of Ishida Eye Clinic. Also,
my eldest son became the father of twin
daughters!
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Hideki Motoyama : I celebrated my silver
wedding anniversary!
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Masahiko Takahashi :

born!

My first grandson was
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Mitsuo Saito : Thank you for listening to my
daughter's speech last week! She was thankful
she could introduce Nagano Children's hospital
to you.
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{President Saito, Secretary Makino,

“ » Fellow Rotarians,
a . Thank you for the opportunity to

speak before you today. Today's talk will be in

English, so you can just relax and listen. But
please don't fall asleep!

I moved to Japan in 1990 after studying English
and American Literature at UC Berkeley. My
first job in Japan was at Ogata Machi Jr. High
School. These days, I still live in Ogata with my
wife, Emiko, my son, Yuto, my daughter Eli, and
a dog, Myla. In fact, I met my wife Emiko at the
Rotary RYLA Conference in Tsunan, about 15
years ago.

After4d years at Ogata Jr. High, I was
approached by Mr. Makoto Oshima and asked
if I'd like to help build a “Life-Skills School.”
Without really thinking, I said yes. That was the
start of Free School I CAN.|

My job is really different everyday:sometimes
I'll be hosting a barbeque in the neighborhood,
somedays I'll be speaking in front of people,
somedays I'll be taking kids abroad on a
homestay.

Chairman of International Service Committee Mr. Charles C Stratton

But our main emphasis has always been on
Futoko kids. We don't do anything fancy. Play
games, sometimes study, volunteer in the
community, talk with each other. What we
are really doing is helping these young people
reclaim their self esteem.

In the summer, all children are “futoko,” because
there is no school. We try to invite any and all
kids in Joetsu for summer day camps. We also
host “American cooking classes” for mothers
and children, and have an annual Halloween
party.

This month, we have started a correspondence
high school program with a school in Kumamoto.
Young people can study their subjects online,
then do their extra-curricular activities at I
CAN. We have a yearly homestay program,
and this fall we are planning our first trip to
Thailand.

Here are the steps in the Self Esteem Pyramid:
Safety, Identity, Belonging, Mission and Success.
Each step builds on the one before it.

Finally, remember that Futoko kids are all
around you and are not ‘sick.” If you see them

on the street, just give a friendly hello. If there's




a place for someone like that in your office, give TH AL Y OINENIAERIBOTIRTT, 7—

them an interview. And please support your A% L7200, #&E\E A L2, 727272725 L&
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2.Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOOD WILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL
to all concerned?
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Fellow Rotarians, Good Afternoon.
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